
• Research project                       3

• Master’s Programme 4

• Publications                                5

• Call for Papers 8

• Invitation                                   11

Newsletter Vol. 17.2 Winter 2022

through this tough period, and we are glad
that she will continue to contribute to
EASLCE’s work as a member of the Advisory
Board during the coming four years. We also
welcome Isabel Pérez-Ramos, Raffaele Russo,
Artis Svece, and José Manuel Marrero
Henríquez, who at EASLCE’s Annual General
Meeting (AGM) during the conference were
nominated and elected as new members of
the Advisory Board. Many thanks to Axel
Goodbody, Béné Meillon, Catrin Gersdorf,
Serenella Iovino, and Serpil Oppermann, who
have served on the Advisory Board for the past
four years and who now leave it according to
EASLCE´s principles.

The Executive Board for the next two years will
consist of myself, Béné Meillon as Vice
President, and Sibylle Machat as Treasurer. We
have already had our first board meetings and
look forward to working together for the best
of EASLCE during the coming years. One of our
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Four years after our last conference in
Würzburg in 2018, many of us finally had
the opportunity to meet each other again at
the EASLCE conference in Granada this
September. Margarita Carretero
González and her fantastic team deserve a
huge thanks for organizing this conference
despite all the difficulties they had to deal
with. Originally, the Granada conference
was supposed to take place in autumn 2020
and to inaugurate Margarita’s period as
president of EASLCE, but this was, of course,
made impossible by the pandemic. Having
postponed the conference to the following
year, it soon turned out that even holding it
in 2021 would be too risky. However,
Margarita and her team did not lose
courage and planned how to organize the
conference two full years after it originally
should have taken place. Fortunately, this
time everything worked out – and what a
great conference it was, with four days filled
with presentations, discussions, meetings,
and social activities!

Margarita’s presidency, which started under
such difficult circumstances, ended thus in a
glorious way. Margarita deserves a standing
ovation for her tireless commitment during
the past two years. With her enthusiasm,
kindness, and resoluteness, she has
successfully managed to navigate EASLCE

Dear EASLCE members and friends,
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most important tasks will be the better
integration of our postgraduate members.
Junior researchers are the future of
EASLCE, and they contribute vitally to the
permanent renewal of our organization.
We therefore must make sure that the
needs and interests of postgraduates and
other early career researchers are taken
into account in all of EASLCE’s work. The
postgraduates will now elect their own
representative, who will participate in
relevant parts of Executive Board meetings,
raise important concerns, and generally
serve as an important liaison between
established and early career scholars.

Another novelty decided upon at the AGM
is that we will fund an EASLCE-related
conference in the years between our
biannual conferences, which means these
funds will become available for the first
time in 2023. If you are on EASLCE’s email
list, you have already received information
on how to apply for this funding.

Our next AGM will take place digitally in
the autumn of 2023, and we will announce
the date for it well in advance, so that as
many of our members as possible can
participate. In the meantime, we already
look forward to the next biannual EASLCE
conference, which will be organized by
Béné Meillon and her team in Perpignan, in
the south of France, and which should take
place June 18th-21st 2024. The topic will be
Blue Humanities and Ecopoetics, and the
call for papers will be issued early in 2023.

I realize that this column may read like an
idealization of conference travelling. Many
of us, including myself, certainly feel that
the carbon footprint connected to such
travelling creates a dilemma, perhaps
especially for us in the environmental
humanities. Moreover, the years of the
pandemic have shown us that much that
previously seemed to require travelling,

actually can be done digitally. In EASLCE,
we have had, among other things, digital
AGMs and a monthly social hour on Zoom,
which have helped us to stay in touch
without meeting physically. However, while
it is possible and can make much sense to
conduct even workshops and conferences
in digital format, most of us probably feel
that something important gets lost in this
format: the social gatherings, unplanned
meetings and conversations, which help us
to get to know each other not only as
professionals, but also as multifaceted
human beings, which often plays an
important a role for developing new ideas
and collaborations together as formalized
paper presentations do.

The ecological dilemma of conference
travelling remains, together with the
difficult question of which conferences it
really is necessary to travel to and which
not. What we can do in EASLCE is to
provide information on less carbon-
intensive ways of coming to our
conferences, and to organize these
conferences in such a way that their
ecological footprint is as light as possible.
The Granada team, for example, made sure
that all food served at the conference was
completely vegan – and I think everyone
agreed that it was delicious food indeed.
However, there is no single solution that
fits for all conferences, and we will need to
continuously find new ways of making
EASLCE as ecologically sustainable as
possible.

With these reflections, I end this column
and send you all the best wishes for the
festive season and the new year.

Reinhard

EASLCE President 2022–24
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Research Project 

Women Who Write Animals: Animal Alterities and their Creators in Anglophone 
Literature: An Ecofeminist Approach (CIGE/2021/153)

This project aims to continue the work
carried out in “Angels of the ecosystem? A
historical overview of the representation of
animals in English-speaking female writers
of the 20th century” (GV/2020/C/029) by
addressing the question of how women
write nature from an ecofeminist
perspective, analysing the works of writers
of Anglophone literature from the
nineteenth century to the present.

It is inserted within the framework of
Anglophone literary studies and the
theoretical framework of ecocriticism and,

more specifically, ecofeminism, as well as
other aspects of this discipline such as
environmental humanities, environmental
justice, posthumanism, ecophilosophy.

Please visit the project website for more 
details: https://www.women-who-write-
animals.com/

PI: Lorraine Kerslake (UAlicante)

Members: Irene Sanz (UAH), Gala Arias 
(UAM), Diana Villanueva (UExtremadura)



Master‘s Program
Master of Arts, Environment, and Society
Faculty of Languages and Literature, Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society

Understanding the complex links between
humans and their environment is more vital
than ever before. To tackle key social and
environmental challenges in just, creative,
and constructive ways, practitioners and
scholars across the world increasingly
require interdisciplinary knowledge and
humanistic understanding. Our new
master’s program prepares students for a
range of careers dedicated to doing just
that.

Drawing on the research and graduate
teaching expertise of the Rachel Carson
Center for Environment and Society at LMU
Munich and embedded in its open-minded
international community, the program’s
cutting-edge curriculum familiarizes
students with key thematic issues and
methodologies for working in the context of
environment and society, trains them to
critically analyze and communicate
challenges or solutions, and highlights
thinking across and beyond disciplines
through hands-on, field-based, and creative
learning. As part of their course work,
students engage actively with local urban
and rural environments, as well as look
beyond to a series of environmental themes
and challenges worldwide, from climate
change through environmental
transformation, extinction, and
conservation to environmental justice,
pollution, and health.

The master’s program draws on
environmental humanities scholarship,
which gives scholars and students the
ability to confront environmental change as
both a natural and a cultural phenomenon
and to negotiate between the multiple
registers that characterize environmental
problems. Through its interdisciplinary

approach to contemporary and historical
environmental themes and through
collaborations with partners like Deutsches
Museum, BIOTOPIA, and Nationalpark
Bayerischer Wald, the program trains
students to develop new theoretical
perspectives and practical problem-solving
skills for complex and interlocking
environmental transformations.
In such ways, our master’s program
provides a set of tools for mediation
between the discourses of environmental
and climate scientists, politicians, social
activists, and others, and thus equips
students for a range of environmental
careers, as well as for their future in a
changing world.

This program is funded through the
Volkswagen Foundation’s “University of the
Future” funding line. This transformational
funding provides an opportunity for a range
of workshops, short-term visiting
professorships, and the use of innovative
teaching tools, such as blended learning,
field seminars, digital multimedia
presentations, and exhibitions—all to
become more firmly embedded into the
wider RCC experience that students across
its graduate programs will benefit from.

Please visit the master’s website for more
details:
https://www.environmentmaster.carsoncen
ter.uni-muenchen.de/index.html

Contact: Dr. Hanna Straß-Senol:
hanna.strass-senol@rcc.lmu.de
Director of Study Environmental
Humanities Development,
Rachel Carson Center for Environment and
Society, Munich)
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More information:
https://www.routledge.com/Art-Farming-
and-Food-for-the-Future-Transforming-
Agriculture/Benish-
Blanc/p/book/9780367433697

Barbara L. Benish and Nathalie Blanc, Art, Farming and Food for the Future:
Transforming Agriculture, Routledge, 2022.

Publications

Başak Ağın and Şafak Horzum, editors. Posthuman Pathogenesis: Contagion in 
Literature, Arts, and Media, Routledge, 2022.

More information:
https://www.routledge.com/Posthuman-
Pathogenesis-Contagion-in-Literature-Arts-
and-Media/Agin-
Horzum/p/book/9781032264264



Bénédicte Meillon, Ecopoetics of Reenchantment: Liminal Realism and Poetic Echoes of 
the Earth, Rowman & Litttlefield, Lexington Books, 2022.

More information:
https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781666910421
/Ecopoetics-of-Reenchantment-Liminal-
Realism-and-Poetic-Echoes-of-the-Earth

More information:
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/books
/10.11647/obp.0303

Liliane Campos et Pierre-Louis Patoine (dir.), Life, Re-Scaled: The Biological Imagination 
in Twenty-First-Century Literature and Performance, Cambridge, OpenBook Publishers, 
2022.
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Serpil Oppermann, Ecologies of a Storied Planet in the Anthropocene, West Virginia UP, 
2023.

More information:
https://wvupressonline.com/ecologies-of-a-
storied-planet?page=2

Solvejg Nitzke and Helga G. Braunbeck, guest editors, Green Letters, Volume 25, Issue
4, Special Issue on Arboreal Imaginaries, Routledge, 2022.

More information:
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rgrl20/25/4

EASLCE Newsletter 17.2 Winter 2022
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Contributions are sought for a volume that
seeks to rethink and recover the history and
future of English-speaking female authors
who wrote about animals (as scientists,
popularizers, storytellers, novelists and
poets) from the late eighteenth to the early
twenty-first century. We seek to explore the
question of how female writers conceive
nature and represent animals from a
feminist perspective by examining their role
in the reconstruction of nature and looking
at how they represent non-human animals
and their/our relationship with them. The
collection aims to pay tribute to what
Anglophone female writers did in the name
of nature and local wildlife by recovering
their contributions and reviewing history.

During the Victorian and Edwardian ages
many women were in the forefront of
movements such as the NAVS -National
Anti-Vivisection Society (1875) the RSPCA -
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals (1824) or the RSPB -Royal
Society for the Protection of Birds (1889).
By seeking the right to vote, women also
became active in protecting animals from
threats like vivisection, hunting and
deforestation and took a special interest in
a number of issues surrounding nature
study and natural history such as the
protection of species, the introduction of
plants and animals into the home, and of
course the animal story. As Linda Hogan,
Deena Metzger and Brenda Peterson
remind us in Intimate Nature: The Bond
between Women and Animals ““Women

have been vital in reestablishing the
relationships with animals and the rest of
nature” (1998 xii).

One of the questions Cheryl Glotfelty asks
in the introduction to The Ecocriticism
Reader is whether women write about
nature differently than men (1996 xix).
Much of women’s nature writing has been
informed by the understandings of
ecofeminism. Many of the earliest women
writers seemed to describe a nature that
existed “out there”, separate from
themselves.

With this in mind, we seek essays that
engage with the works of female voices
who often dared to defy the norms
imposed by the society or their time and
managed to make themselves heard. We
are interested in writings which bear
testimony to our relationships between
species and offer new understandings of
animals and women: women who have
studied animals, lived with and among
animals and women who have been
caretakers of other species.

It is through these voices that we intend to
question whether and how the
representation of animals is influenced by
gender and study the cultural attitudes and
ethical implications they convey to the
reader through their imaginary worlds. By
analysing the different narrative strategies
and approaches used by these female
writers and by looking at the literary
representations of nature and animals,

Call for Contributions to Edited Volume "Women Who Write Animals“
Deadline for submissions: December 23, 2022

Full name / name of organization: Lorraine Kerslake / University of Alicante
Contact email: kerslake@ua.es

Call for Papers
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we aim to give voice to and make visible
their literary and activist efforts by
examining their role in the reconstruction of
nature and analysing how these
representations were also a reflection of
the society in which they lived.

We invite contributions that engage with
different approaches used by female writers
to give voice to what they said and did by
examining their role in the reconstruction of
nature and above all by analysing how these
literary representations were also often a
reflection of the society in which they lived.

We welcome works from a wide range of
perspectives and from multiple genres
including but not limited to poetry, fiction
and nonfiction, essay, animal stories and
fables, children’s writing, post-colonial
writing, science education, nature writing,
environmental literature, to current
dystopias, post-apocalyptic fiction, climate
fiction and ecopoetics.

We hope these contributions will inspire a
productive discussion on the role of how
female writers represent animals and how
we understand the reconstruction of nature
from the past to our present.

Papers should be theoretically informed,
original, unpublished, and address a
distinctive focus on female writers and
animals. Detailed proposals (up to 1,000
words) for full essays (6,000 - 7,500 words),
should be sent as word files to the editors
(Lorraine Kerslake kerslake@ua.es and

Diana Villanueva dvillanv@unex.es) by 23
December 2022. Submissions should
include author’s name, affiliation and email
address, a tentative title, up to 5 keywords,
a short bibliography as well as a 200-word
CV

Notification of acceptance: Proposals will be
subjected to blind peer-review by the
scientific committee. Authors will be
informed of the results of their submission
before 30 Jan 2023.

The submission deadline for accepted
essays will be 30 June 2023.

Selected essays will be compiled in a
volume that will be published by a top
international publisher (Routledge, Brill,
Palgrave or similar).



Call for Papers: Bringing Together Anglophone Postcolonial Ecocriticism and 
Francophone Ecopoétique in West Africa [CRG African Literatures]

Convenors:
Camille Lavoix (Würzburg University)

Alioune Diaw (Université Cheikh Anta Diop de Dakar Sénégal)
Chair:

Margaux Vidotto (Sorbonne Nouvelle and CNRS)
Deadline for submissions: 23 January 2023

Contact email: camille.lavoix@uni-wuerzburg.de

Short Abstract:
This panel seeks papers which bring
together or engage with postcolonial
ecocriticism and écopoétique in West
African francophone and anglophone
literary texts. How do ecocriticism(s) flow
together to allow us to understand,
embrace, and imagine tomorrow’s
ecological transformation?

Long Abstract:
Whereas the Meadow reports and the
reports of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change primarily summarize a
“future of probabilities” formulated through
numbers and projected through charts;
scholars in postcolonial ecocriticism and
écopoétique study literary texts to reveal
how a “future of possibilities” takes shape
through narratives. As the latter, our panel
seeks papers engaging francophone and
anglophone literature as well as the
environment in West Africa. This panel
begins from the premise that ecocritical
Francophone and Anglophone texts are
traditionally studied in different
departments. In an effort to make West
Africa ecocriticism(s) resonate further, we
invite papers which look at how writers
connect themselves to their environment
and respond to ecological problems through
their work. This panel takes up the call of
Sule E. Egya (2020) of decentering
ecocriticism(s), since “environmental issues
are as diverse and culturally specific as
literatures of different societies”. It also
pays particular attention to slow violence
(Rob Nixon), to the “habitat” crisis as

conceptualized by Lussault (2007), focusing
on cultures and (literary) ecosystems as well
as the incapacity to perceive as described
by Morizot (2020). The general research
question guiding our panel is: How do
contemporary literary texts and artworks
rooted in West Africa represent tomorrow’s
ecological transformations and how do
these representations relate to and
resonate with the ecological
transformations affecting the region ? We
encourage transdisciplinary contributions
and welcome papers from animal studies,
food studies, and many more as long as
they relate to environmental humanities.

You can find all the information about the
(fully face-to face) conference here:
https://ecasconference.org/2023/cfp.
You can submit a paper here:
https://nomadit.co.uk/conference/ecas202
3/p/12459
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Invitation

'The 2023 conference for the Association for
the Study of Literature and Environment, UK
and Ireland (ASLE-UKI) will be hosted by
the Literature and Science Hub at the
University of Liverpool. ASLE-UKI welcomes
participation from scholars, readers, and
creative practitioners interested in the
relationships between literatures,
environments and cultures – past, present,
or future – from anywhere in the world.

The theme of the 2023 conference is
“Transitions“. Keynote speakers
include: Brycchan Carey, Nandini Das,
Caroline Edwards, Graeme MacDonald,
Chris Pak, and Craig Santos Perez.
Please visit the conference website for
more details.

Dr. Vera Fibisan (she/ her)
Honorary Researcher,
The University of Sheffield
ASLE-UKI Postgraduate and Early Career
Representative
Green Listening: Discussions in Ecocriticism
Podcast Co-host

EASLCE Newsletter Vol. 17.2 Winter 2022

ASLE-UKI Biennial Conference: Liverpool 2023



Officers
Executive Committee

PRESIDENT
PROF. DR. REINHARD HENNIG
Professor of Nordic Literature
Department of Nordic and Media Studies
University of Agder
Kristiansand, NORWAY

VICE PRESIDENT
PROF. DR. BÉNÉDICTE MEILLON
Associate Professor
University of Perpignan
Perpignan, FRANCE

TREASURER
DR. SIBYLLE MACHAT 
Lecturer, Department of English and American 
Studies
Europa-Universität Flensburg
Flensburg, GERMANY

Advisory Board

PROF. JOSÉ MANUEL MARRERO HENRÍQUEZ
Associate Professor of Theory of Literature and 
Comparative Literature
Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, 
SPAIN

PROF. DR. ALEXA WEIK VON MOSSNER
Associate Professor
Department of English and American Studies
University of Klagenfurt, AUSTRIA

DR. HANNA STRAß-SENOL
Director of Study Environmental Humanities 
Development
Ludwig-Maximilians-University 
München, GERMANY 

PROF. DR. SYLVIA MAYER 
Chair of American Studies/Anglophone Literatures 
and Cultures
University of Bayreuth
Bayreuth, GERMANY

PROF. DR. ARTIS SVECE
Associate Professor
Faculty of History and Philosophy 
University of Latvia
Rīga, LATVIA

PROF. DR. MARGARITA CARRETERO GONZÁLEZ 
Departamento de Filologías Inglesa y Alemana
Universidad de Granada, SPAIN

NATHALIE BLANC
Directrice de Recherche au  CNRS & Directrice du 
Centre des Politique de la Terre
Université de Paris
Paris, FRANCE 

PROF. DR. UWE KÜCHLER
Professor of Teaching English as a Foreign
Language
English Department
Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen
Tübingen, GERMANY

PROF. DR. ISABEL PÉREZ-RAMOS
Department of English, French and German 
Philologies
Universidad de Oviedo, SPAIN

PROF. DR. RAFFAELE RUSSO LEKTOR
Associate Professor of Moral Philosophy
University of Innsbruck, AUSTRIA

PROF. HEATHER I. SULLIVAN, PhD.
Professor of German and Comparative Literature
Trinity University 
San Antonio, Texas, USA

PROF. DR. LORRAINE KERSLAKE
Departamento de Estudios Ingleses
Universidad de Alicante
Alicante, SPAIN
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International Affiliates

ASLE (USA)
http://www.asle.org

ASLEC-ANZ 
(AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND)

http://www.aslec-anz.asn.au

ALECC-CANADA 
http://www.alecc.ca

ASLE-INDIA
http://www.asleindia.webs.com

ASLE-JAPAN
http://www.asle-japan.org

ASLE-KOREA
http://www.aslekorea.org

ASLE-TAIWAN
https://asletaiwan.org/

ASLE-UKI
http://www.asle.org.uk

ASLE-ASEAN
https://aseanasle.wordpress.com/

OSLE-INDIA
http://www.osle-india.org

13

Editorial deadline
for the next issue:
June 01 2023
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