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Dear EASLCE members, supporters and
friends,
a good, productive and peaceful new
year to you all! For the first time, I
address you in this column and want to
use this opportunity to thank you for
entrusting me with this task. I feel
honored.

Ecologically, 2018 has been another rather
humbling year: hot and tumultuous, rife
with catastrophe and stubborn political
delusion. Next to the unabated ecological
harm, we are witnessing a revival of
discrimination against genders, ethnicities
or any kind of perceived otherness.

I am not lining up those trends to dabble
in Cassandra’s prophecies, but to read
While I write, European unity is facing
ecological setbacks as a challenge to
challenges on many different levels. The continue with our work in the fields of
vagaries of an ill-prepared Brexit and the environmental humanities and
upcoming elections for the European
environmental education. Early in 2019,
Parliament will be defining moments
young students flock to the streets on
during the months (and years) to come. Fridays and make the movement
Now more than ever, the political
#Friday4Climate a transnational endeavor
situation can be expected to have
with school strikes in many European
repercussions on academic work, trans- countries but also in Canada and Australia.
channel as well as transcontinental
exchange of students, scholars or ideas.
One characteristic that really sets
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EASLCE apart is its spirit of European
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togetherness, its transnational
cooperation, its linguistic, cultural and
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academic diversity. This is our unique
and most cherished trait and we shall
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work for EASLCE to continue thriving on
internationalism. We will continue to
further improve and support exchanges
in spite of the political or media
kerfuffle.
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They bring the topics of
environment and education to the
foreground of attention in a way that
provokes politicians and administrators
with an interesting dilemma: Can there
be meaningful education in the face of
laissez-faire approaches to or outright
denial of climate change? Or, can we
persistently and meaningfully advance
environmental
causes
without
education? Young adult protesters aim
their strike at politicians, but raise
questions that engender our work in
academic fields and at international
conferences as well. Many old and new
questions need to be asked (again). And
answered!
Let me thank again all those members
who stood for election to the Advisory
Board at the recent ASLE 2018
Conference in Würzburg. A heartfelt
Thank you to Catrin Gersdorf and her
team of local organizers for a wonderful
conference
–
to
be
known
appreciatively
as
the
Garden
Conference -- and for the elegant,
seamless management of keynotes,
workshops, catering and lovely
excursions.

Board and, hence, she will continue to
support, guide and advise the work of
EASLCE.
I am looking very much forward to
closely working with our new vicepresident and next conference host,
Margarita Carretero Gonzalez, and our
very estemeed treasurer, Alexa Weik
von Mossner. Thank you both so much
for standing for office and for standing
by me.
Our 2019 Assembly General Meeting
will be held in June at the ASLE
Convention at UC Davis. It is scheduled
for Friday, June 28th, during the
International Group Meetings. More
detailed information will be mailed to
you in due course before the
conference. We are hoping to meet
many of you there.
Uwe Küchler, EASLCE President

We welcome Bénédicte Meillon, Catrin
Gersdorf, Serenella Ioviono and Axel
Goodbody as our new board members.
For her tireless and ever passionate
service for EASLCE, I want to thank our
– now – immediate past president
Serpil Oppermann. Serpil has moved
from the Executive to the Advisory

How to become a member of EASLCE?
Visit our web site at: http://www.easlce.eu
For further information contact Alexa Weik von Mossner: treasurer@easlce.eu

2

Call for Fellows 2019-20
The Rachel Carson Center for Environment and Society

The Rachel Carson Center for Environment
and Society invites applications for its
2019–20 cohort of postdoctoral and senior
fellows. The RCC’s fellowship program is
designed to bring together excellent
scholars from a variety of countries and
disciplines who are working in the fields of
environment and society. In this application
round, the RCC is offering thematic
fellowships (four to twelve months) on the
following three topics:
Urban Environments
The twenty-first century
planet is an urban planet. The urban
population in 2015 accounted for 54 per
cent of the total global population, up from
30 per cent in 1950 and it is expected to
increase to 60 per cent of the world
population by 2030. How have
environmental challenges in cities been
met in the past? What place do “nature”
(green spaces, animals) have in urban
politics, in planning, and in the shared
imagination of the urban? What lessons
can be learned across cultures about clean
water and air, mobility, energy and land
use, and sustainability and growth?
Society , Postcapitalism,, and the Good
Life
How have societies and
institutions around the globe and across
time dealt with ecological constraints?
How can buen vivir or the principle of the
“good life” work in restructuring society,
technology, and politics, and in reshaping
attitudes and behavior? Is sufficiency a
useful principle in order to meet future

environmental challenges? Where are its
limits? Are there other, more promising
concepts? What is a post-growth paradigm
and how might it help us to overcome
ecological crises?
Unmaking and Remaking “Nature”
With more than fifty percent
of the earth’s surface modified by humans,
and with an ever-accelerating loss of
biodiversity, the idea of repurposing or
transforming landscapes has gained
currency over the last decades. How has
ecological restoration worked across time,
and how is it being culturally (re)imagined
as “rewilding”? Do different parts of the
Globe value wildness? What are the
challenges
and
opportunities
of
renaturalizing streams and rivers, for
example, or for fighting to keep them wild?
What impact do conservation projects have
on communities?
These clusters aim to bring
future fellows together to facilitate focused
dialogue
and
collaboration
across
disciplines. Applicants are welcome to
apply individually or as interdisciplinary
teams; we also accept applications for
outreach projects. All fellows are expected
to spend their fellowship in residence, to
work on a major project, and to participate
actively in life at the RCC. Please note that
the RCC does not sponsor field trips or
archival research.
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Fellowship Awards
Fellowships will be granted
for a period of four to twelve months
(applicants should indicate their preference
in their application). The RCC will pay for a
teaching replacement of the
successful candidate at their home
institution; alternatively, it will pay a
stipend that is commensurate with
experience, current employment, and
funding guidelines. Travel to and from
Munich will be covered by the RCC.
Requirements
• fellows must commit to a stay of
between four and twelve months
• fellowships may begin on the following
four dates:
• 1 September 2019
• 1 January 2020
• 1 May 2020
• 1 September 2020
• fellows (except outreach fellows) must
have completed a doctoral degree
(including final defense) by 31 January
2019
• applicants from those who reside in the
greater Munich area will not be
considered (however, applications for
fellowships that are based on
collaborative projects with scholars in
Munich are welcomed).

The application
following:

should

include

the

• Cover letter (750 words maximum);
• Curriculum vitae (3 pages maximum);
• Project description (1,000 words
maximum), including project’s relation
to one of the three thematic clusters;
• Research schedule for the fellowship
period (300 words maximum), including
preferred length of stay;
• Names and contact information of three
scholars as referees; these scholars
should be people who know you and
your work well. Please note that we do
not initially require letters, and we may
not contact your referees.
For more information, please visit the
Frequently Asked Questions section of our
website.
https://www.carsoncenter.unimuenchen.de/fellows/application/faqapplication/index.html
Please consult this section
contacting us with questions.

before

To Apply:

The
deadline
for
applications is 31 January 2019.
Applications must be made in our online
portal. The application portal will be open
from 1 January to 31 January 2019. It
closes at midnight (Central European Time)
on 31 January.
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Call for Papers
Representations of environmental crisis, or crisis in the representation of the environment?
A paradigm shift at the turn of our century.
American transcendentalists Thoreau and
Emerson are traditionally considered as
the forefathers of nature writing. Authors
– of fiction and other literary forms – have
kept on writing about nature, whose
definition is a lasting problem, going from
pure otherness with the concept of
wilderness to an approach that is
exclusively cultural with the concept of the
anthropocene. This term appeared
recently to designate a new geological era
conditioned by human activities. Some
researchers use the term «capitalocene»
as a reaction to what they consider an
essentialist and a-historical concept «capitalocene » also being debatable.
What elements led to these paradigm
changes ? And is there really a change, or
do we keep – at least in Western cultures
– thinking within the framework of the
nature/culture opposition, and believing in
our transformative omnipotence ? This
belief is still visible today, for example in
the hope we place in geo-engineering to
fight against global warming. Our
hypothesis is that environmental crises
lead to changes in cultural representations
of what we call the environment, and our
relation to it. These representations
condition our mode of being in the
environment, thus affecting it. We will also
have to reflect upon the very idea of a
« crisis », which can signify either a
temporary state or a radical
transformation. The questions of the
function of art in the face of these crises,
but also of the frontier between art and
science, art and non-art, fiction and reality,

are to be asked.
We hope colleagues
working in a diversity of fields in the
humanities such as history, cultural
studies, literature (ecocriticism), and
philosophy, will send article proposals to
contribute in a pluridisciplinary book,
inscribed in the environmental humanities.
We would like to explore the following
paradox : in this early 21st Century, in
spite of the persistence of topoi expressing
a dichotomous relation between man and
nature, our modes of representation are
undergoing a crisis. The need to rethink
man’s inscription in the environment is
urgent, because concrete solutions that
may be put into place collectively to
prevent future collapses depend upon the
evolution of these representations.
Submission deadline: June, 5, 2019.
Direct all inquiries and proposals to
helene.schmutz@univ-smb.fr
Articles should be no more than 10 000
words (including footnotes) and must
comply with the presentation standards at
PUSMB.
Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire: a Season in the
Wilderness, New York: Ballantine Books, 1968.
Armel Campagne, Le Capitalocène, aux racines
historiques du dérèglement climatique, Editions
Divergences, 2017.
Clive Hamilton, Les Apprentis sorciers du climat :
raisons et déraisons de la géo-ingénierie
[« Earthmasters: Playing God with the
climate »], Seuil, coll. « Anthropocène », 2013.
Michel Serres, Le Temps des crises, Le Pommier, 2009.
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Conference Reports
MA students’ report on the workshop Ecocritical Perspectves on Nordic Children’s and
Young Adult Literature
By Kristine Aga Haugom, Tora Eide Hodneland, Ole Henrik Lund & Line Alvheim Åse
25th and 26th October 2018
Location: Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (HVL), Campus Kronstad
This report summarizes a two-day
programme
of
presentations
and
discussions at the workshop “Ecocritical
Perspectives on Nordic Children’s and
Young Adult Literature”, which took place
on the 25th to 26th October 2018 at
Western Norway University of Applied
Sciences (HVL), Campus Kronstad, Bergen.
There were approximately 40 participants
in attendance, including the presenters.
The workshop was arranged by the
research group Nature in Children’s
Literature and Culture (NaChiLitCul) in
collaboration with the Ecocritical Network
for Scandinavian Studies (ENSCAN), and, as
noted in the call for papers, the workshop
«is intended as a platform for the sharing
and
development
of
ecocritical
approaches specifically directed towards
Nordic children’s and young adult
literature”. The workshop aims to
contribute to mapping the distinctive
features of Nordic texts, while opening up
for comparative approaches (ENSCAN,
u.å.).
The workshop was opened
by Nina Goga and Lykke Guanio-Uluru on
behalf of the NaChiLitCul research group,
followed by an introduction to ENSCAN by
Reinhard Hennig, highlighting ENSCAN as a
network for international collaboration on
ecocritical and environmental perspectives

on Nordic literature and culture. Further
information on ENSCAN and their work is
available
on
their
webpage
https://enscan.net/ and on Facebook.
Summary:

During the workshop,
presentations were given on a variety of
books and topics. One goal for this
workshop was to explore what is typical or
distinctive about the Nordic children’s and
young adult’s (YA) literature, and the
Nordic way of relating to nature. During
this workshop, it became evident that
certain types of landscape are recurrent in
the Nordic children’s and YA literature
presented. The snowy landscape was
repeatedly featured, as exemplified by the
arctic snow and ice landscapes in Jean
Davies Okimoto’s Winston of Churchill- one
bear’s battle against global warming
(2007), or the landscapes of Svalbard and
Sápmi in the books presented. Rivers and
freshwater springs were other recurring
elements in the landscapes, as for
example seen in Emmi Itäranta’s Memory
of Water (2014), Ragnar Aalbu’s Anda i
Ødemarka (2012) and Mats Söderlund’s
Hotet (2018). Yet another recurring
landscape was the forest landscape, as for
example seen in Lene Ask’s Du (2016) or
Eva Lindström’s I skogen (2008).pproaches
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In this context, several of the presenters
discussed representations of the Sami
people, a native population in the
Nordic countries, and of their
relationship to nature. During the
workshop, several relationships to
nature were described; for example
nature as a place of maturing and
testing your strength, nature as a
harmonious place and nature as a force
with its own agenda. Many of the books
studied featured girls in relation to the
wilderness and animals. Animals and
interspecies relationships were also
recurring themes in the workshop.
There were presentations on horses as a
‘companion
species’;
on
anthropomorphic animals; and on the
representation of such animals as polar
bears, ducks and insects. There was a
clear understanding that Nordic
landscapes have something unique to
offer. This workshop has revealed some
of the many opportunities for exploring,
mapping
and
discussing
the
representations of nature in Nordic texts
and their distinct features. Ranging from
the depiction of urban landscapes, to
representations of food in Nordic
literature of the Anthropocene, and the
Aesthetics of waste in Swedish
Children’s Literature, the workshop
included a variety of approaches to the
diverse corpus of Nordic children’s and
YA literature. Several of the presenters
had studied the same books; The
Wonderful
Adventures
of
Nils
Holgersson, by Selma Lagerlöf (1906),
and Anna- en fabel om klodens klima, by
Jostein Gaarder (2013) were featured in
more than one presentation, but with
distinct and interesting approaches. A

workshop like this demonstrates the
diversity not only of the Nordic literature
that is studied, but also between the
analytical approaches taken. Research
perspectives can be further challenged,
therefore, and complemented by
discussions of the same material from
different angles. It became evident in
this workshop that the opportunities are
many when approaching Nordic
literature. A point raised in the
discussions was that newer books may
tend to encourage an ecocritical reading.
However,
books
written
before
ecocriticism emerged as a field of study
may also benefit from this perspective.
This workshop inspires to further
research, not only on the latest Nordic
literature, but on the literature of the
past. Needless to say, the topics
discussed by the speakers at the
conference ranged widely, yet they all
shared a common underlying concern
for the status of the local, and global,
environmental dialogue in ecocritical
and environmental approaches to
Nordic literature. This workshop has
shown us some of the many
opportunities that lie in exploring,
mapping out and discussing Nordic
Children’s literature from an ecocritical
point of view. It became apparent that
there are interesting developments
occurring in the field of Nordic literature
for children and young adults.
Literature:
The Ecocritical Network for Scandinavian
Studies-ENSCAN (u.å). Workshop on
Ecocritical Perspectives on Nordic
Children’s and Young Adult Literature
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Publications
Nordic Narratives of Nature and the Environment

Nordic Narratives of Nature and the
Environment is the first English language
anthology that presents ecocritical
research on northern European literatures
and cultures. The contributors examine
specifically Nordic narratives of nature and
the environment, with a focus on the
cultures and literatures of the modern
northern European countries Denmark,
Finland, Norway, and Sweden, including
Sápmi, which is the land traditionally
inhabited by the indigenous Sami people.
Covering northern European literatures
and cultures over a period of more than
two centuries, this anthology provides
substantial insights into both old and new
narratives of nature and the environment
as well as intertextual relations, the variety
of cultural traditions, and current
discourses connected to the Nordic
environmental imagination.
Case studies relating to works of literature,
film, and other media shed new light on
the role of culture, history, and society in
the formation of narratives of nature and
the
environment,
and
offer
a
comprehensive and multi-faceted overview
of the most recent ecocritical research in
Scandinavian studies.

Hennig, Reinhard, Anna-Karin
Jonasson, and Peter Degerman,
editors. Nordic Narratives of Nature
and The Environment. Ecocritical
Approaches to Northern European
Literatures and Cultures. Lexington
Books, 2018. [ISBN 978-1-49856190-7].
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Animals and Animality in Primo Levi’s Work
Situated at the intersection of animal studies and
literary theory, this book explores the remarkable
and subtly pervasive web of animal imagery,
metaphors, and concepts in the work of the
Jewish-Italian writer, chemist, and Holocaust
survivor Primo Levi (1919-1987). Relatively
unexamined by scholars, the complex and
extensive animal imagery Levi employed in his
literary works offers new insights into the
aesthetical and ethical function of testimony, as
well as an original perspective on contemporary
debates surrounding human-animal relationships
and posthumanism.
Damiano Benvegnù, Animals and Animality in
Primo Levi’s Work. London: Palgrave McMillian
[Animal Ethics Series], 2018. [ISBN: 978-3-31971257-4].

Landscapes with Donkey

Marrero Henríquez, José Manuel. Landscapes
with Donkey / Paisajes con burro. Trans. Ellen
Skowronski-Polito.
Vermont: Green Writers
Press, 2018. [ISBN 978-0-9994995-4-2]. .
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Humanidades Ambientales

Albelda, José, J. M. Parreño, J. M. Marrero
Henríquez (eds.). Humanidades ambientales.
Pensamiento, arte y relatos para el Siglo de la
Gran Prueba. Madrid: Catarata, 2018. [ISBN 97884-9097-498-8].

The Shifting Sands of the North Sea Lowlands
This book shows how the fragile landscapes
around the North Sea have served as
bellwethers for environmental concern both
now and in the recent past. It looks at literary
sources drawn from the countries around the
North Sea (Denmark, Germany, the
Netherlands, and England) from the midnineteenth century onwards, taking them out
of their established national and cultural
contexts and reframing them in the light of
human concern with fast-changing and
hazardous environments. This book will be of
great interest to students and scholars of the
Environmental Humanities, including Ecocriticism and Environmental History, as well as
anyone studying literature from the Germanic
philologies.
Ritson, Katie. The Shifting Sands of the North
Sea Lowlands. New York: Taylor & Francis,
2018. [ISBN 978-1-138-59110-3].
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International Affiliates
ASLE (USA)
http://www.asle.org
ASLEC-ANZ
(AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND)
http://www.aslec-anz.asn.au
ALECC-CANADA
http://www.alecc.ca

editorial deadline
for the next issue:
15 June 2019

ASLE-INDIA
http://www.asleindia.webs.com
ASLE-JAPAN
http://www.asle-japan.org/
ASLE-KOREA
http://www.aslekorea.org
ASLE-UKI
http://www.asle.org.uk
OSLE-INDIA
http://www.osle-india.org
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