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Dear Members,
I would like to open my address with the EU
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
that became effective on May 25, 2018 and
bring to your attention EASLCE's GDPR
Policy. Since it concerns the regulation of
personal data and the status of your
membership, I want to reiterate what our
webmaster Michael Markwick has stated in
his e-mail to the EASLCE list on May 25. The
General Data Protection Regulation gives
members the right to information about
personal data, to correction, deletion, and
restriction of the processing of the data as
well as the right to object to the processing
of the data and the right to data portability.
You also have the right to complain to the
data protection authority. EASLCE collects
your profile information, presented on the
website, your IP and account information
but does not use any of this data for
marketing, nor does it share your
information with third parties unless there
is a statutory obligation to pass on the data,
or if the transfer serves the aim of criminal
prosecution. It does, however, share IP
addresses for security purposes to be
checked against abuse lists to protect the
website for members.
After this “legal” beginning,
let me get back to you on a more personal
tone with a few personal considerations.
This will be my final address as President.

During my term, I have been very happy to
work with you all. What we have
accomplished together is a lot, and there will
be many opportunities for much more work
for our EASLCE community to be done as it
continues to expand its mission to promote
collaborations
across
Environmental
Humanities research groups in Europe and
beyond. When environmental crises swirl
around us all, entangling each and every one
of us in the lives of nonhuman others, it is
important to keep in mind our participatory
role in the changing world to communicate
the stories of our times effectively. This is
something that can only be achieved if we join
our creative and intellectual forces, and from
its foundation EASLCE has played a crucial role
in building fruitful collaborations across
borders and disciplines.
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At this moment, the World
reject the use of plastic items that afflict
Environment Day occupies our imagination
the health of humans and nonhumans
with a hopeful sign for a better future.
alike: “Microplastics in the seas now
Marked by the United Nations as the World
outnumber stars in our galaxy. From
Environment Day, June 5, 2018 had a very
remote islands to the Artic, nowhere is
meaningful theme: “Beat Plastic Pollution.”
untouched. If present trends continue, by
Plastic has infiltrated earth, water, and air,
2050 our oceans will have more plastic
leaving no place uninvaded by its lethal
than fish.” We can indeed prevent such a
presence: waterways, forests, beaches,
future from materializing by abandoning
islands, woods, city parks—even the ice of
the use of plastic in daily life as the
Antarctica—are
in
constant
and
majority of EASLCE members have already
unavoidable
contact
with
this
done. This is not only to save the future: if
indestructible human product which, by
we don’t want our home to look like “an
mingling with all biological organisms,
immense pile of filth,” as Pope Francis said
intensifies environmental tragedies across
in Encyclia “Laudato Si”, 24.05.2015, we
the globe. The U.N. Secretary-General
can reject ecologically harmful behaviors
António Guterres has stated for the World
and take more responsibility to create
environment day, 05.06.2018, that more
political and public awareness. Electing, for
than eight million tons of plastic every year
example, ecologically literate leaders, is a
end up the oceans. The news about dead
step that is not too difficult to take. EASLCE
whales with plastic filled stomachs has
communicates the urgency of the matter
become commonplace; also other marine
well and offers a gift of hope in the struggle
creatures, such as seals, sea turtles, and
against pollution and other environmental
dolphins caught in discarded nylon fishing
challenges, and it will continue to offer a
lines, seabirds swallowing macro- or
good platform for its members who will
microplastic objects and dying, and even
work
to
protect
our
precarious
land animals struggling with this hazardous
entanglements with the more-than-human
substance appear frequently in the
world.
mainstream news. Anyone who has
Last but not least, the 8th Biennial EASLCE
watched The Majestic Plastic Bag, a short
conference on “The Garden: Ecological
“mocumentary” by Jeremy Konner, or Chris
Paradigms of Space, History, and
Jordan’s photographic project Midway that
Community” (organized by Catrin Gersdorf
shows the story of plastic-eating
and Roland Borgards) will be held at JMU,
albatrosses on Midway island, will know
Würzburg, Germany, on 26-29 September,
the alarming scale of damage. But plastic
2018. I hope to see you all in Würzburg,
pollution is not exclusively afflicting the
itself a city of gardens.
health of the marine ecosystems. Plastic
objects in various sizes, some as small as
I wish you all a beautiful summer, which is
grains of sand, occupy our biomes and
a time of fresh energies for cultivating new
penetrate into the very fabric of life, thus
ideas,
collaborative
projects,
allowing no being, including humans, to
environmentally sustainable choices, and
remain immune to plastic debris.
becoming truly plastic-free human beings.
Therefore, we should all
heed
António
Guterres’s
message
Serpil Oppermann, EASLCE President
appealing to the people of the world to
How to become a member of EASLCE?
Visit our web site at: http://www.easlce.eu
For further information contact Alexa Weik von Mossner: treasurer@easlce.eu
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Call for Papers
Call for Papers
Empirical Ecocriticism
Edited by Wojciech Małecki, Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, Alexa Weik von Mossner
There is a growing consensus across
disciplines that narratives are of central
importance to our relationships with other
humans and nonhumans as well as the
broader environment. However, until
recently ecocritics have largely relied upon
speculation to assess the critical question
of the influence of environmental
narratives on their audiences. This is due in
part to the lack of interdisciplinary
cooperation between humanists and social
scientists in assessing how environmental
narratives across various mediums
contribute to our understanding of the
world around us and our place in it. So as
to better understand this critical question,
we are organizing an edited collection
dedicated to empirical ecocriticism. We
hope that it will begin to address this
lacuna, ask valuable empirical, theoretical,
and methodological questions, and
encourage
both
ecocritics
and
environmental social scientists to conduct
similar research in the future.
In our definition, empirical
ecocriticism is the empirically-grounded
study of environmental narrative – in
literature, film, television, etc. – and its
influence on various audiences. Though we
are open to different definitions of what
would constitute empirical ecocriticism,
we define this field as a fruitful
commingling of existing fields of study,
such as traditional ecocriticism, the
empirical study of literature and art,
environmental
communication,
and
environmental psychology.

For
us,
empirical
ecocriticism is 1) Empirically grounded. 2)
Open to qualitative and exploratory
methodologies. 3) Focused on the effects
of narrative strategies and techniques,
with the kind of depth and nuance that
have brought to their research for decades.
4) Features writing that is more engaging
than the typical social science paper, since
we hope to find an audience among both
environmental humanists and social
scientists. 5) Open to critical engagement
with competing definitions of “empirical”
data. For examples of what might
constitute empirical ecocriticism, see the
following articles:
• Wojciech Małecki, Bogusław Pawłowski,
and Piotr Sorokowski, “Literary fiction
influences attitudes toward animal
welfare,” PLoS ONE 11.1212 (2016)
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0
168695
• Wojciech Małecki, Bogusław Pawłowski,
Marcin Cieński, and Piotr Sorokowski,
“Can Fiction Make Us Kinder to Other
Species? The Impact of Fiction on proAnimal Attitudes and Behavior.” Poetics
66
(February
2018):
54–63.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.poetic.2018.0
2.004
• Matthew Schneider-Mayerson, “The
Influence of Climate Fiction: An
Empirical
Survey
of
Readers,”
forthcoming
in
Environmental
Humanities 10.2 (e-mail for prepublication copy)
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Interested scholars might also consult two
recent works that deal with similar
questions about the influence of
environmental narrative:
• Scott Slovic and Paul Slovic, Numbers
and Nerves: Information, Emotion, and
Meaning in a World of Data (Oregon
State University Press, 2015
• Alexa Weik von Mossner, Affective
Ecologies: Empathy, Emotion, and
Environmental Narrative (Ohio State
University Press, 2017).
We
encourage
interdisciplinary
approaches
and
collaborations, and are open to various
methodologies – qualitative, quantitative,
ethnographic, historical, mixed, etc. We
hope to include work that focuses on the
incredible diversity of environmental
media in existence today, including but not
limited to poetry, short stories, novels,
children’s literature, comic books, film,
television, cartoons, video games, music,
sound art, visual art, dance, and theatre.
We also hope to include studies with a
range of geographical diversity, speaking
to the existence and significance of forms
of environmental literature, art, and
popular culture that have sometimes been
overlooked by Anglophone ecocriticism.
We intend for this book to
establish the direction of this field of study
for other scholars to follow. It will contain

an introduction co-authored by the editors
(Wojciech Małecki, Matthew SchneiderMayerson, and Alexa Weik von Mossner);
a section that explains the various
methodological approaches to empirical
ecocriticism; a series of case studies; and
two responses, written by senior scholars
of ecocriticism. For this call, we are
primarily looking for abstracts that
describe potential case studies.
If you would like to
contribute an essay, please e-mail an
abstract of 500 words by September 15,
2018
to
Wojciech
Małecki
(wojciech.malecki@uwr.edu.pl), Matthew
Schneider-Mayerson
(schneidermayerson@yale-nus.edu.sg) and Alexa
Weik
von
Mossner
(Alexa.WeikvonMossner@aau.at),
with
“Empirical Ecocriticism Abstract” as the
subject. Abstracts should be accompanied
by academic CVs. Notification of
acceptance will be given by the end of
September. Completed essays (written in
English) will be expected by June 30, 2019
Deadline for Abstract Submission:
September 15, 2018
Contact: wojciech.malecki@uwr.edu.pl;
schneider-mayerson@yale-nus.edu.sg;
Alexa.WeikvonMossner@aau.at
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Call for Papers
Paradise on Fire
ASLE Thirteenth Biennial Conference
June 26-30 2019
University of California Davis

This year we are experimenting with a twopart submission process intended to make
the conference more participant-driven
and democratic. The first step is this Call is
for PANELS. We are also issuing a call for
Pre/Post Conference Workshop proposals
at this time.
Conference panels may be
proposed by anyone interested in
organizing one. All panels are 90 minutes
long and may take the form of a traditional
paper session (4 presenters); a roundtable
(up to 6 presenters making brief remarks
that foster lively conversation); or a jam
session (up to 8 participants in a
nontraditional format of the organizer’s
choosing that includes significant audience
participation). These panels may be of two
types:
• A preformed panel that lists all
participants and is ready for the
conference program as it stands.
• A panel seeking participants, to be filled
by its organizers through the conference
call for papers released in October. We
expect the majority of accepted panels
to be of this kind.
Panel proposals should be
submitted electronically. The complete
process is detailed after the conference

description below. The ASLE conference
committee will select a wide range of
proposed panels appropriate to the
conference theme and panel proposers will
be notified of success by October 1, 2018.
ASLE will then distribute by email and on
our website a Call for Papers listing all
conference
panels
seeking
paper
proposals. Those who wish to participate in
the conference may submit a proposal for
consideration for inclusion within one of
these panels, or for one of the open topic
panels to be organized by the conference
committee. Panel organizers will inform
paper proposers if a submission has been
accepted no later than January 10, 2019.
All paper proposals that do not find an
initial home will also be considered for
placement in one of the open topic panels.
Paper submissions for these panels begin
Oct. 15 and ends Dec. 15. Please email us
at info@asle.org with any questions.
Conference Theme: Paradise on Fire
“If paradise now arises in hell, it's because
in the suspension of the usual order and
the failure of most systems, we are free to
live and act another way.”
― Rebecca Solnit, A Paradise Built in Hell:
The Extraordinary Communities That Arise
in Disaste
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The
Biennial
ASLE
Conference will be held in Davis,
California, in June 2019. Following a
longstanding tradition, this conference
gathers scholars and artists working in a
diverse array of environmental humanities
projects and offers a special focus on
some themes that resonate well with the
location of the meeting.
Paradise does not exist, and
yet that never seems to stop people from
finding it, or building it, or dreaming its
contours – often to the detriment of
humans and nonhumans on the wrong
side of its walls. Margaret Atwood’s
MaddAddam trilogy imagines a walled city
with a climate-controlled dome called
Paradice where genetic engineers create
new forms of life, a bubble breached by
human violence and climate catastrophe.
In the sixteenth century Garci Rodríguez
de Montalvo imagined a place called
“California,” an island ruled by a dark
skinned Amazonian queen with an Arabic
name, Califia (Las Sergas de Esplandián).
California was affixed to our maps by
conquistadors, eager readers of Montalvo
who believed the Earthly Paradise to be
nearby. The price of its establishment was
the genocide of the land’s indigenous
populations. The Greek word for Eden is
“Paradise,” a walled garden that bars
entrance to most. Yet as Octavia Butler’s
dystopian vision of California on fire has
shown, walls seldom lead to lasting safety
and cannot exclude a turbulent world for
long (The Parable of the Sower). If as
Rebecca Solnit contends, “paradise arises
in hell,” when democratic communities are
built from the ground up during times of
disaster that leave us “free to live and act
another way,” what might life in
catastrophic times entail for the
environmental humanities? How should
we write, teach, protest, live, and act
during this era when “paradise” is on fire,
figuratively and literally?

The
Biennial
ASLE
Conference “Paradise on Fire” explores the
connections among storytelling, real and
imagined landscapes, future-making,
activism, environed spaces, differential
exclusions, long histories, and the disasterprone terrains of the Anthropocene.
Plenary addresses will be given by Ursula
Heise, Cherríe Moraga, Melissa K. Nelson,
and Nnedi Okorafor. Topics may include
but are certainly not limited to:
• reckoning with “paradise” in the face of
colonial
histories,
environmental
injustice, and ecological catastrophe
• the intimacy of myth to possibility,
alternative realities, and catastrophe
• the reduction of diversity after the
arrival of settler colonialists, especially
but not only in California
• cross-cultural currents and global
vectors, human and nonhuman
• the relation of imagination to discovery,
settlement and transformation
• extinction, ecological imperialism,
monstrosity, megafauna, and scale
• gender, race and ecology in dystopian
times
• the proliferation of material and
ideological walls around enclaves,
states, and nations
• attending better to the people, animals,
plants, and natural forces that find
themselves on the wrong side of the
gate, forced into communities not of
their choosing, or forced to migrate
without safe destinations
• radical welcome: creating more just,
capacious, and humane modes of living
together across species
• how the past matters to the
imagination of a more capacious future
• climate fiction (CliFi), climate fact, and
the future of ecological science studies
• archives of recovery and enclosure
• Afro-futurisms, Indigenous futurisms,
Latinx futurisms, Asian futurisms, queer
futurisms
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• California and beyond: exceptionalism,
secession, natural and unnatural
disasters, green gentrification (the L.A.
River), evacuation zones, Sanctuary
Cities and States, gated communities,
immigration and Dreamers, Trump’s
border wall, housing and being humane
• The Trans-Pacific: imaginaries, cultures,
materialities, flows
• Fire as emblematic of the strange
agencies
and
hybrid
ontoepistemologies of the Anthropocene,
and fire as emblematic of the passion,

energy, and incendiary creativity of
activism
ASLE is a diverse professional community
that is enriched by the multiple
experiences, cultures, and backgrounds of
its members, and we strive for access,
equity, and inclusion in the conference.
Proposals may be submitted until Sept. 1,
2018.
For further details
https://www.asle.org/conference/biennial
-conference/

Call for Papers
Life Writing in the Anthropocene
A special issue of a/b: Auto/Biography Studies www.tandfonline.com/raut
Guest Editors: Jessica White & Gillian Whitlock
The University of Queensland
We have, arguably, entered the age of the
Anthropocene, a time when our
environment has been substantially shaped
by humans rather than vice versa. It is an
age marked by environmental decline and
extinction: the last forty years have
witnessed the irrevocable disappearance of
half the world’s vertebrates; sixty percent
of the world’s wild primates are facing
extinction; and the geographic range of
Australia’s iconic gum trees is threatened
to shrink by half within the next sixty years.
Given these statistics, it is timely to
consider the intertwining of our selves with
our ecology, particularly given the
historically anthropocentric focus on
auto/biography.
a/b: Auto/Biography Studies
seeks original articles for a special issue on
“Life Writing in the Anthropocene” to be
published as volume 35.1. How can

autobiography, a form which has
traditionally dwelled upon representations
of the human self, extend to
representations of non-human lives? How
do we write about the impact which our
life has upon other lives? Is it possible to
describe
the
non-human
without
anthropomorphising it? What is the role of
literature in illuminating the non-human
and its importance to our selves? How can
we articulate relationships with nonhuman lives in ways that underscore their
significance?
The need to address such
questions is becoming increasingly urgent
in this new epoch. With this in mind, we
welcome
contemplation
of
the
representation and imagining of nonhuman and human selves in the
Anthropocene.
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Articles might canvas the following:
• representations of ecosystems and
identity formation
• the prevalence of narratives about grief
and environment or, more largely, the
role of emotion in our literary
entwinement with nature
• the imagination and articulation of
extinct lives
• the meaningful representation of lives in
the span of deep time, given the
insignificance of human time against this
scale
• the impact of colonisation upon
ecosystems, particularly in consideration
of constitution of Indigenous selves and
communities
• the possibilities of digital enmeshments
with environment
• distinctions between communal and
singular selves
• issues of style or genre, such as
ecobiography or eco-memoir
• lives in urban ecologies
• depictions of non-human lives and/or
ecosystems
• Indigenous
and
non-Indigenous
representations of landscapes and
country
• the composition of posthuman selves
and their environments
This issue is an exciting
opportunity to bring non-human lives into
conversations about life writing. We
welcome essays from a wide range of
disciplines, including the humanities, social
sciences, sciences and creative arts. Crossfertilisation of disciplines is also warmly
welcomed. Essays should be 6,000-8,000
words including citations. Citations should
be in MLA 8th edition. Please include a
coversheet with your name, contact
details, and a brief biographical statement.
Authors must also include a short abstract
and two to four keywords with their

submissions. Images with captions should
be submitted in a separate file as 300 dpi
(or higher) tif files. It is the author’s
responsibility to secure any necessary
copyright permissions and essays may not
progress into the publication stage without
written proof of right to reprint. All essays
submitted for the special issue, but not
selected, will be considered general
submissions.
Biographical Statements
Dr Jessica White is the
author of A Curious Intimacy (Penguin,
2007) and Entitlement (Penguin, 2012). Her
short fiction, essays and poetry have
appeared widely in literary journals and
she is the recipient of funding, residencies
and numerous awards. Jessica is currently
an Australia Research Council DECRA
postdoctoral fellow at The University of
Queensland, where she is writing an
ecobiography
of
nineteenth-century
Australian botanist Georgiana Molloy.
Professor Gillian Whitlock is
a Professor of English in the School of
Communication and Arts at The University
of Queensland and a Fellow of the
Academy of the Humanities. She is the
author of a series of monographs on life
writing,
including
Postcolonial
Life
Narratives. Testimonial Transactions (OUP,
2015) and Soft Weapons: Autobiography in
Transit (Chicago UP, 2007), as well as
numerous chapters and articles. Her
current project focusses on asylum seeker
narratives from the Pacific.
Submissions are due 1st September 2018.
Please email submissions to the guest
editors:
Jessica White jessica.white@uq.edu.au and
Gillian Whitlock g.whitlock@uq.edu.au.
Inquiries welcome.
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Conference Announcement
“Reenchanting Urban Wildness: To Perceive, Think and Live With Nature in Cities”
International Conference, Perpignan June 11-14 2019
Under the aegis of the CRESEM, UPVD

Guest Writers
Belinda Cannone, French writer, sponsor
of the PUP (Presses Universitaires de
Perpignan), author of S’émerveiller, 2017.
Nathanael Johnson, American journalist
and writer, expert in nature in cities and
environmental issues, author of Unseen
City The Majesty of Pigeons, the Discreet
Charm of Snails & Other Wonders of the
Urban Wilderness, 2016
Keynote Speakers
Nathalie Blanc, Geographer, French CNRS
Supervisor, urban nature expert
Serenella Iovino, University of Torino, Italy.
Ecophilosopher, New Materialism and
Environmental Humanities expert
Anne Simon, CNRS Research Director,
Head of the Animots program, zoopoetics
expert.
This international conference comes as an
offshoot of a previous ecopoetics
conference on “Dwellings of Enchantment:
Writing and Reenchanting the Earth,”
which took place in Perpignan in June
2016 (with three collective volumes on
their way to being published). While this
first event successfully brought together
many academics and writers from various
backgrounds, countries and disciplinary
fields, it appeared that the call for papers

attracted studies mostly concerned with
dwellings of enchantment outside of
cities. From there sprouted the notion
that, while humans’ intra-connections with
their natural environments outside of
densely populated areas were indeed of
essential concern, it may be just as
necessary and urgent to reconsider the
many entanglements between human and
non-human naturecultures within urban
and suburban milieus. For, as opposed to
what modernity has often wrongly
entailed, nature does not evolve solely
starting on the outskirts of our urban
dwellings, but has instead become an
integral part of the daily lives of a majority
of humans, living in densely populated
areas. As over half of humanity now
resides in urban places––a tendency that
has been predicted to keep growing on the
increase––, nonhuman life forms have
simultaneously been coevolving with us in
environments that can no longer be
conceived of as antagonistic to the notion
of nature. In more or less visible ways,
vegetal, animal, elemental, and microbial
agencies have followed the roads we have
paved, adapting to and, in turn, shaping
our shared urban habitats, sometimes
even encroaching upon the more intimate
dwelling places of our bodies.
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If so-called moderns seek shelter in the
notion of a civilized dwelling place keeping
wilderness at bay, such an anthropocentric
vision remains blind to the hardly
controllable coexistence of myriad life
forms within our gridded, sometimes
walled or gated, shared, urban and
suburban pluriverses. Suffice it to mention
the pullulating of coyotes in North
American suburbs, of spotted hyenas in
Ethiopian cities, of foxes in all European
metropoles, of raccoons in Parisian forests,
of parakeets vividly coloring the sky in
Brussels, of Geckos nesting on the walls of
our homes in Spain and India––or in
Perpignan for that matter––and the less
glamorous
domestic
intrusions
of
cockroaches, ants, or other insects in our
urban ecosystems to heal from the
delusional idea of a dichotomy separating
humans and cities from nonhumans and
natural environments. Moreover, while
some of these feral animals tend to first be
considered as a pestilence or jeopardy, in
many cases local communities have been
finding ways to reconsider the potential
intra-actions between various populations whether they be part of the vegetal, animal
or human worlds - in ways forcing humans
to adapt to nonhuman agencies, and
reciprocally. As for plants, the wild
proliferation of weeds, the cultivation of
city parks, balconies, greenways, gardens
etc. has made these vegetal populations
ever-present in our quotidian commutes,
walks, leisure, workplaces, etc.
With a one-day conference
held in Perpignan in May 2017 and
exclusively devoted to “Vegetal Life in its
Urban Milieu,” this new international event
builds further on previous research, seeking
to extend the enterprise of re-enchanting
the complex, often invisible relationships
between humans and non-humans that
germinate
from
specifically
urban
worldings.

If the organizers themselves
mostly specialize in ecocriticism and
ecopoetics, we would like to encourage
transdisciplinary dialogues, and therefore
invite academics and artists across a wide
range of disciplines to come together and
advance current research and thinking on
the hidden wonders of urban ecosystems
(urban planning, biology, anthropology,
ecology, botany, geography, sociology,
entomology and ornithology, history,
philosophy, visual arts, and academics of
the inherently transdisciplinary fields of
ecocriticism,
ecopoetics,
zoopoetics,
ecopsychology). The scientific committee
will particularly, yet not exclusively,
welcome papers addressing some of the
following issues:
• Magical realism as an artistic mode
particularly apt to reveal urban wonders
• Postmodernism and the rewriting of
myths about urban culture
• How material ecocriticism or new
materialism have been sowing seeds for
new ecopoetic paradigms to envision the
products of our naturecultures as coproduced songs
• The role of urban planning in reenchanting humans’ conception of
nature in cities
• The enchantments of old cities
compared with those of newer cities
• Community and grassroots initiatives to
reweave naturecultural fabrics
• Ecofeminist practices, rituals and
thought in urban settings
• Ecospsychology as a way of repairing
human
connections
with
their
environments
• The latest developments in ecosophy
and what light it sheds on an ontology of
urban co-dwelling
• Postcolonial urban populations and their
relationships to urban wildness
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• Multicultural cities’ melting pots and
plants
• Waste theory and production in urban
areas
• Plant
communication
in
urban
ecosystems
• What biosemiotics teaches us about
urban wonders
• Urban sources of food (Ava Chin, the
New York Times“urban foraging” blogger
and the author of a book called Eating
Wildly)
• Health issues and urban nature
• The conceptual implications of the word
“feral”––referring simply to that which
has
broken
free
from
human
domestication, a term that was applied
first to animals and now to plants as
well––with no exact translation in other
European languages such as French or
Dutch (George Monbiot, Feral, 2013)
• Education about nature in urban settings
• Urban naturecultural art forms (graph,
dance, music, etc)

Scientific coordinator
Bénédicte Meillon, University of Perpignan
Organizing committee
Margot Lauwers, University of Perpignan,
France
Bénédicte Meillon, University of Perpignan,
France
Claire Perrin, University of Perpignan,
France
Caroline Durand-Rous, University of
Perpignan, France
The conference will take place in English
and French. Communication proposals are
to be sent as abstracts (300-400 words),
with a brief bio-biblio note (5-6 lines) to
ecopoeticsperpignan2018@gmail.com,
before October 1st, 2018. Feedback from
the scientific committee will get sent by
mid November 2018.
http://ecopoeticsperpignan.com/conferenc
e-2019/
ecopoeticsperpignan2018@gmail.com

Conference Reports
The symposium: “Im Zeichen des Anthropozäns:
Utopische und dystopische Literatur aus dem Norden erforschen und lehren
(I antropocenens tecken: Att forska och att undervisa om utopisk och dystopisk litteratur
från Norden)
at the universities of Bonn and Cologne

Regina Jucknies and Judith MeurerBongardt from the Scandinavian studies
departments at the universities of Bonn
and Cologne organized a joint symposium
on Nordic utopian and dystopian literature
in the Anthropocene 07.06.-09.06. Made
possible through a grant from SNU
(Samarbetsnämnden
för
nordenundervisning i utlandet), connected
teaching and research within Scandinavian

studies outside the Nordic region.
The
symposium
was
opened by Icelandic journalist and writer
Sigríður Hagalín Björnsdóttir and translator
Tina Flecken, reading from Sigríður’s
dystopian novel Eyland (2016). During the
following two days, a number of papers
were presented by scholars and PhD
students from the Nordic countries as well
as Germany (Pia Maria Ahlbäck, Thomas
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Fechner-Smarsly, Reinhard Hennig,
Dörthe Horstschäfer, Berit Huntebrinker,
Judith
Meurer-Bongardt,
Louise
Mønster, Sarah Onkels, Juha Raipola,
Rudy Simek, Øygunn Skodvin Prestegård,
Jari Töppich) as well as by geologist
Thomas Litt (University of Bonn). The
symposium ended with a vivid panel
discussion moderated by students of
Scandinavian studies.
The symposium showed
utopian and dystopian literature to be a
rewarding topic for research and
education in Scandinavian studies, not
least through the genre’s discursive
interrelation with the Nordic countries’
politics,
history,
culture
and
environment. Climate change and the
relation between humans and nature
play often an important role in recent
utopian and dystopian texts, with global
warming being emblematic for the new
geological epoch of the Anthropocene.
While it turned out that the term
Anthropocene is used somewhat
differently in geology and the
humanities, it was clear that it has both
dystopian and utopian implications.
Utopian and dystopian literature can be
understood as a genre where future
developments and possibilities can be

imagined and tested (e.g. ecocitizenship
as a future societal model). New ways of
thinking and seeing the world are
reflected and even created in literature.
However, utopian and dystopian
literature does not necessarily follow
the genre conventions of the classic
utopian or dystopian novel. Other
genres (e.g. poetry or “slow genres”
such as the pastoral) may be even more
suitable to address the fundamental
changes the Anthropocene stands for.
The question of how we
can survive or – to put it more positively
– how we want to live in the future is
not a new one in the Nordic welfare
states. The idea of creating a better
future by use of political instruments
was central in Sweden already during
the interwar period. From an external
perspective the North is often viewed as
a utopia where the welfare state, the
economy, and the educational system
are in a better condition than in many
other parts of the world, and where also
the natural environment still seems to
be relatively intact. However, many
contemporary novels (from Norwegian
dystopian young adult fiction to Finnish
“weird” fiction) convey a rather different
impression.
Judith Meurer-Bongardt
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Publications
Herbaria 3.0

Plants are everywhere, and everyone has
a story to tell about a plant.
We are excited to share Herbaria 3.0, a
new website featuring the intertwined
stories of plants and people. Our website
offers a collaborative place for sharing
your story and reading the stories of
others. You can access the website at
www.herbaria3.org and you can follow
the project on Instagram @herbaria3.0.
Herbaria 3.0 emerged in
part to counter an epidemic of “plant
blindness,” or the inability to see the
plants that surround our everyday lives.
Without recognizing the plants around us,
we cannot recognize that plants are
essential: they give us medicines and
metaphors, gardens and garlands,
perfumes and poetry. Yet plants are not
just objects for our fascination or use:
they have their own wants, needs, and
desires. They exhibit complex behaviors in
response to equally complex stimuli.
Plants exist in a world of complex
relationships that are often hidden from
human view.

On our site, you’ll find
writing prompts that can help guide you
in writing your own story. You’ll also find
a shortcut tool that enables you to upload
a photo of a plant and answer just a few
questions about the photo. You can also
read more about our name and what our
rebooted “Herbaria 3.0” is all about.
Herbaria
3.0
is
a
collaborative
digital
environmental
humanities project led by a team of
researchers in different academic fields in
the United States and Sweden. The
website is open access and nonprofit. Its
development in this pilot stage was
supported by a grant from the Seed Box
Environmental Humanities Collaboratory
of Linköping University, Sweden, in turn
funded by Mistra, the Swedish
Foundation for Strategic Environmental
Research, and Formas, the Swedish
Research
Council
for
Sustainable
Development.
For more information please contact
herbaria3@gmail.com.
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PAN13
Country and Mythopoeia

Available now: Philosophy Activism
Nature
issue
13,
featuring
a
groundbreaking discussion around the
Aboriginal Australian concept of Country
and the cross-cultural potential of
comparative mythopoeia. PAN 13, titled
Country and Mythopoeia, includes a core
section on the work of Craig San Roque,
who responds to the needs of Central
Desert people by gifting them theatrical
pieces about the ʻbig storiesʼ of the West,
in the ancient oral storytelling style of
which they are masters.

This new issue also
includes commentary, analysis, poetry,
reviews and creative works by authors
including Freya Mathews, John Bradley
and
editor
Geoff
Berry.
Other
contributors familiar with San Roqueʼs
oeuvre further such possibilities of
comparative mythopoeia in their own
right, towards the same kind of earthy
wisdom, which comes from deep listening
to the voices of nature both within and
without.
http://panjournal.net/issues/13

German Ecocriticism in the Anthropocene

Schaumann, Carolin, and Heather Sullivan,
editors. German Ecocriticism in the
Anthropocene. Palgrave Macmillan US, 2018.
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International Affiliates
ASLE (USA)
http://www.asle.org
ASLEC-ANZ
(AUSTRALIA and NEW ZEALAND)
http://www.aslec-anz.asn.au

editorial deadline

ALECC-CANADA
http://www.alecc.ca

for the next issue:
15 December 2018

ASLE-INDIA
http://www.asleindia.webs.com
ASLE-JAPAN
http://www.asle-japan.org/

ASLE-KOREA
http://www.aslekorea.org
ASLE-UKI
http://www.asle.org.uk
OSLE-INDIA
http://www.osle-india.org
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